Ultrasociety How 10000 Years Of
War Made Humans The Greatest
Cooperators On Earth
Society is an ultrasocial superorganism whose
requirements take precedence over individuals.
What does this mean for humanity's future?
Power — why giving it up might just save humanity
and the planet This is the story of power —
humanity's power over nature and the power of
some people over others. How has Homo sapiens —
one species among millions — become powerful
enough to threaten a mass extinction and disrupt the
Earth's climate? Why have we developed so many
ways of oppressing one another? Can we change
our relationship with power to avert ecological
catastrophe, reduce social inequality, and stave off
collapse? These questions — and their answers — will
determine our fate. Weaving together findings from a
wide range of disciplines, Power traces how four key
elements developed to give humans extraordinary
power: tool making ability, language, social
complexity, and the ability to harness energy
sources — most significantly, fossil fuels. It asks
whether we have, at this point, overpowered natural
and social systems, and if we have, what we can do
about it. Most crucially, the book explores how selflimitation of power is rooted in evolution and human
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history, though our memory of it has been buried
under a century of fossil-fuel driven economic
growth. Now, at this vital moment, we must rapidly
relearn the lessons of power if humanity is to have a
thriving future. Essential reading for everyone who
calls planet Earth home.
A powerful new theory of human nature suggests
that our secret to success as a species is our unique
friendliness “Brilliant, eye-opening, and absolutely
inspiring—and a riveting read. Hare and Woods have
written the perfect book for our time.”—Cass R.
Sunstein, author of How Change Happens and coauthor of Nudge For most of the approximately
300,000 years that Homo sapiens have existed, we
have shared the planet with at least four other types
of humans. All of these were smart, strong, and
inventive. But around 50,000 years ago, Homo
sapiens made a cognitive leap that gave us an edge
over other species. What happened? Since Charles
Darwin wrote about “evolutionary fitness,” the idea
of fitness has been confused with physical strength,
tactical brilliance, and aggression. In fact, what made
us evolutionarily fit was a remarkable kind of
friendliness, a virtuosic ability to coordinate and
communicate with others that allowed us to achieve
all the cultural and technical marvels in human
history. Advancing what they call the “selfdomestication theory,” Brian Hare, professor in the
department of evolutionary anthropology and the
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Center for Cognitive Neuroscience at Duke
University and his wife, Vanessa Woods, a research
scientist and award-winning journalist, shed light on
the mysterious leap in human cognition that allowed
Homo sapiens to thrive. But this gift for friendliness
came at a cost. Just as a mother bear is most
dangerous around her cubs, we are at our most
dangerous when someone we love is threatened by
an “outsider.” The threatening outsider is demoted
to sub-human, fair game for our worst instincts.
Hare’s groundbreaking research, developed in close
coordination with Richard Wrangham and Michael
Tomasello, giants in the field of cognitive evolution,
reveals that the same traits that make us the most
tolerant species on the planet also make us the
cruelest. Survival of the Friendliest offers us a new
way to look at our cultural as well as cognitive
evolution and sends a clear message: In order to
survive and even to flourish, we need to expand our
definition of who belongs.
We are all leaders or followers - or both. We can
recognise leadership in almost every area of life: in
the workplace, among friends, within families, in
politics and religion. But what makes a good or bad
leader, why are some people followers, and what are
the benefits of each? Fusing psychology, business,
history and current affairs, Selected examines how
and why leadership has evolved over tens of
thousands of years, and presents a bold and
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compelling new 'mismatch hypothesis': that the
slowness of evolution means that there is a
mismatch between modern ideas of leadership and
the kind of leadership that our Stone Age brains are
still wired for. This makes for all sorts of tendencies,
problems and solutions that no author has yet
discussed but that affect all aspects of our lives - it's
why, for example, we prefer working in small
companies. Full of fascinating examples drawn from
a diverse range of spheres, from politics and
commerce to sport and culture, Van Vugt and Ahuja
show our evolutionary history explains why taller
political candidates usually win, why women chief
executives attract such hostility and why we like it
when the boss asks after our children. This is the
first book of its kind to explore how the evolution of
leadership affects us all - and, by doing so, to
provide deep, practical insight for all of us into our
personal and professional lives.
Violence and the History of Inequality from the Stone
Age to the Twenty-First Century
Minds Make Societies
Ages of Discord
Completing the Darwinian Revolution
Ultra Society
Using Evolutionary Science to Build Productive,
Equitable, and Collaborative Groups
The Web of Meaning

WE ARE ON THE WRONG TRACK Seventy percent
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of Americans (and counting) think so. The real
wage of a US worker today is less than it was 40
years ago-but there are four times as many
multimillionaires. As inequality grows, the politics
become more poisonous. Every year, more and
more Americans go on shooting sprees, killing
strangers and passers-by-and now, increasingly,
representatives of the state. Troubling trends of
this kind are endlessly discussed by public
intellectuals and social scientists. But mostly,
they talk about only a small slice of the overall
problem. After all, how on earth can yet another
murderous rampage have anything to do with
polarization in Congress? And is there really a
connection between too many multimillionaires
and government gridlock? Historical analysis
shows that long spells of equitable prosperity and
internal peace are succeeded by protracted
periods of inequity, increasing misery, and
political instability. These crisis periods-"Ages of
Discord"-have recurred in societies throughout
history. Modern Americans may be disconcerted
to learn that the US right now has much in
common with the Antebellum 1850s and, more
surprisingly, with ancien regime France on the
eve of the French Revolution. Can it really be true
that there is nothing new about our troubled time,
and that similar ages arise periodically for similar
underlying reasons? Ages of Discord marshals
Structural-Demograpic Theory and detailed
historical data to show that this is, indeed, the
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case. The book takes the reader on a rollercoaster ride through American history, from the
Era of Good Feelings of the 1820s to our first Age
of Discord, which culminated in the American Civil
War, to post-WW2 prosperity and, finally, to our
present, second Age of Discord."
David Sloan Wilson, one of the world’s leading
evolutionists, addresses a question that has
puzzled philosophers, psychologists, and
evolutionary biologists for centuries: Does
altruism exist naturally among the Earth’s
creatures? The key to understanding the
existence of altruism, Wilson argues, is by
understanding the role it plays in the social
organization of groups. Groups that function like
organisms indubitably exist, and organisms
evolved from groups. Evolutionists largely agree
on how functionally organized groups evolve,
ending decades of controversy, but the resolution
casts altruism in a new light: altruism exists but
shouldn’t necessarily occupy center stage in our
understanding of social behavior. After laying a
general theoretical foundation, Wilson surveys
altruism and group-level functional organization
in our own species—in religion, in economics, and
in the rest of everyday life. He shows that
altruism is not categorically good and can have
pathological consequences. Finally, he shows how
a social theory that goes beyond altruism by
focusing on group function can help to improve
the human condition in a practical sense. Does
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Altruism Exist? puts old controversies to rest and
will become the center of debate for decades to
come.
A compelling foundation for a new story of
interconnectedness, showing how, as our
civilization unravels, another world is possible.
Award-winning author, Jeremy Lent, investigates
humanity's age-old questions—Who am I? Why
am I? How should I live?—from a fresh
perspective, weaving together findings from
modern systems thinking, evolutionary biology,
and cognitive neuroscience with insights from
Buddhism, Taoism, and Indigenous wisdom. The
result is a breathtaking accomplishment: a rich,
coherent worldview based on a deep recognition
of connectedness within ourselves, between each
other, and with the entire natural world. As our
civilization careens toward a precipice of climate
breakdown, ecological destruction, and gaping
inequality, people are losing their existential
moorings. Our dominant worldview of
disconnection—which tells us we are split
between mind and body, separate from each
other, and at odds with the natural world—has
passed its expiration date. Yet another world is
possible. The Web of Meaning offers a compelling
foundation for the new story that could enable
humanity to thrive sustainably on a flourishing
Earth. It's a book for everyone looking for deep
and coherent answers to the crisis of civilization.
Are mass violence and catastrophes the only
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forces that can seriously decrease economic
inequality? To judge by thousands of years of
history, the answer is yes. Tracing the global
history of inequality from the Stone Age to today,
Walter Scheidel shows that it never dies
peacefully. The Great Leveler is the first book to
chart the crucial role of violent shocks in reducing
inequality over the full sweep of human history
around the world. The “Four Horsemen” of
leveling—mass-mobilization warfare,
transformative revolutions, state collapse, and
catastrophic plagues—have repeatedly destroyed
the fortunes of the rich. Today, the violence that
reduced inequality in the past seems to have
diminished, and that is a good thing. But it casts
serious doubt on the prospects for a more equal
future. An essential contribution to the debate
about inequality, The Great Leveler provides
important new insights about why inequality is so
persistent—and why it is unlikely to decline
anytime soon.
Tight and Loose Cultures and the Secret Signals
That Direct Our Lives
The Creation of Inequality
Form and Content
Early Riders
Why States Rise and Fall
Near Eastern Civilization in Pre-Classical Times
Infantry Battle in Classical Greece
In this wide-ranging and often controversial book, Robert Drews
examines the question of the origins of man's relations with the
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horse. He questions the belief that on the Eurasian steppes men
were riding in battle as early as 4000 BC, and suggests that it was
not until around 900 BC that men anywhere - whether in the Near
East and the Aegean or on the steppes of Asia - were proficient
enough to handle a bow, sword or spear while on horseback. After
establishing when, where, and most importantly why good riding
began, Drews goes on to show how riding raiders terrorized the
civilized world in the seventh century BC, and how central cavalry
was to the success of the Median and Persian empires. Drawing on
archaeological, iconographic and textual evidence, this is the first
book devoted to the question of when horseback riders became
important in combat. Comprehensively illustrated, this book will be
essential reading for anyone interested in the origins of civilization
in Eurasia, and the development of man's military relationship with
the horse.
The Greeks of the classical age invented not only the central idea of
Western politics--that the power of state should be guided by a
majority of its citizens--but also the central act of Western warfare,
the decisive infantry battle. Instead of ambush, skirmish, maneuver,
or combat between individual heroes, the Greeks of the fifth century
b.c. devised a ferocious, brief, and destructive head-on clash
between armed men of all ages. In this bold, original study, Victor
Davis Hanson shows how this brutal enterprise was dedicated to the
same outcome as consensual government--an unequivocal, instant
resolution to dispute. The Western Way of War draws from an
extraordinary range of sources--Greek poetry, drama, and vase
painting, as well as historical records--to describe what actually
took place on the battlefield. It is the first study to explore the actual
mechanics of classical Greek battle from the vantage point of the
infantryman--the brutal spear-thrusting, the difficulty of fighting in
heavy bronze armor which made it hard to see, hear and move, and
the fear. Hanson also discusses the physical condition and age of the
men, weaponry, wounds, and morale. This compelling account of
what happened on the killing fields of the ancient Greeks ultimately
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shows that their style of armament and battle was contrived to
minimize time and life lost by making the battle experience as
decisive and appalling as possible. Linking this new style of
fighting to the rise of constitutional government, Hanson raises new
issues and questions old assumptions about the history of war.
Published originally in 1990 to critical acclaim, Robert Wade's
Governing the Market quickly established itself as a standard in
contemporary political economy. In it, Wade challenged claims
both of those who saw the East Asian story as a vindication of free
market principles and of those who attributed the success of Taiwan
and other countries to government intervention. Instead, Wade
turned attention to the way allocation decisions were divided
between markets and public administration and the synergy between
them. Now, in a new introduction to this paperback edition, Wade
reviews the debate about industrial policy in East and Southeast
Asia and chronicles the changing fortunes of these economies over
the 1990s. He extends the original argument to explain the boom of
the first half of the decade and the crash of the second, stressing the
links between corporations, banks, governments, international
capital markets, and the International Monetary Fund. From this,
Wade goes on to outline a new agenda for national and international
development policy.
Fascinating study examines Sumerians, Babylonians, Egyptians,
Hittites, Canaanites, Israelites, Persians, others. "...a valuable
introduction, perhaps the best available in English." — American
Historical Review. 32 halftones. 5 figures. 1 map.
Prosocial
Culture, Genes, and the Welfare of Others
The Rise and Fall of Empires
Towards A Westphalia for the Middle East
Why a Balance Between Cooperation & Competition Is Vital to
Humanity
What Makes Your Brain Happy and Why You Should Do the
Opposite
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Governing the Market

It was the original forever war, which
went on interminably, fuelled by
religious fanaticism, personal
ambition, fear of hegemony, and
communal suspicion. It dragged in all
the neighbouring powers. It was
punctuated by repeated failed
ceasefires. It inflicted suffering
beyond belief and generated waves of
refugees. No, this is not Syria today,
but the Thirty Years' War (1618-48),
which turned Germany and much of
central Europe into a disaster zone.
The Thirty Years' War is often cited as
a parallel in discussions of the Middle
East. The Peace of Westphalia, which
ended the conflict in 1648, has
featured strongly in such discussions,
usually with the observation that
recent events in some parts of the
region have seen the collapse of ideas
of state sovereignty--ideas that
supposedly originated with the 1648
settlement. Axworthy, Milton and Simms
argue that the Westphalian treaties,
far from enshrining state sovereignty,
in fact reconfigured and strengthened a
structure for legal resolution of
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disputes, and provided for intervention
by outside guarantor powers to uphold
the peace settlement. This book argues
that the history of Westphalia may hold
the key to resolving the new long wars
in the Middle East today.
Why do people go to war? Is it rooted
in human nature or is it a late
cultural invention? And what of war
today - is it a declining phenomenon or
simply changing its shape? In this
truly global study of war and
civilization, Azar Gat sets out to find
definitive answers to these questions
in an attempt to unravel the 'riddle of
war' throughout human history, from the
early hunter-gatherers right through to
the unconventional terrorism of the
twenty-first century. Written with
remarkable verve and clarity and wholly
free from jargon, it will be of
interest to anyone who has ever
pondered the puzzle of war.
Law is a specific form of social
regulation distinct from religion,
ethics, and even politics, and endowed
with a strong and autonomous
rationality. Its invention, a crucial
aspect of Western history, took place
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in ancient Rome. Aldo Schiavone, a
world-renowned classicist, reconstructs
this development with clear-eyed
passion, following its course over the
centuries, setting out from the
earliest origins and moving up to the
threshold of Late Antiquity. The
invention of Western law occurred
against the backdrop of the Roman
Empire's gradual consolidationâe"an age
of unprecedented accumulation of power
which transformed an archaic
predisposition to ritual into an
unrivaled technology for the control of
human dealings. Schiavone offers us a
closely reasoned interpretation that
returns us to the primal origins of
Western legal machinery and the
discourse that was constructed around
itâe"formalism, the pretense of
neutrality, the relationship with
political power. This is a landmark
work of scholarship whose influence
will be felt by classicists,
historians, and legal scholars for
decades.
This is the first book to overtly
consider how basic evolutionary
thinking is being applied to a wide
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range of special social, economic, and
technical problems. It draws together a
collection of renowned academics from a
very disparate set of fields, whose
common interest lies in using
evolutionary thinking to inform their
research.
War and Peace and War
Collapse
The Western Way of War
A Brief Natural History of Civilization
The Face of the Ancient Orient
Secular Cycles
Figuring Out the Past
Have humans always fought and killed each other, or did
they peacefully coexist until organized states developed? Is
war an expression of human nature or an artifact of
civilization? Questions about the origins and inherent
motivations of warfare have long engaged philosophers,
ethicists, and anthropologists as they speculate on the
nature of human existence. In How War Began, author
Keith F. Otterbein draws on primate behavior research,
archaeological research, and data gathered from the
Human Relations Area Files to argue for two separate
origins. He identifies two types of military organization:
one that developed two million years ago at the dawn of
humankind, wherever groups of hunters met, and a second
that developed some five thousand years ago, in four
identifiable regions, when the first states arose and
proceeded to embark upon military conquests. In careful
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detail, Otterbein marshals evidence for his case that
warfare was possible and likely among early Homo
sapiens. He argues from comparison with other primates,
from Paleolithic rock art depicting wounded humans, and
from rare skeletal remains embedded with weapon points
to conclude that warfare existed and reached a peak in big
game hunting societies. As the big game disappeared, so
did warfare--only to reemerge once agricultural societies
achieved a degree of political complexity that allowed the
development of professional military organizations.
Otterbein concludes his survey with an analysis of how
despotism in both ancient and modern states spawns
warfare. A definitive resource for anthropologists, social
scientists, and historians, How War Began is written for all
who areinterested in warfare, whether they be military
buffs or those seeking to understand the past and the
present of humankind. --Publlisher.
A scientist integrates evolutionary biology, genetics,
psychology, economics, and more to explore the
development and workings of human societies. “There is
no good reason why human societies should not be
described and explained with the same precision and
success as the rest of nature.” Thus argues evolutionary
psychologist Pascal Boyer in this uniquely innovative book.
Integrating recent insights from evolutionary biology,
genetics, psychology, economics, and other fields, Boyer
offers precise models of why humans engage in social
behaviors such as forming families, tribes, and nations, or
creating gender roles. In fascinating, thought-provoking
passages, he explores questions such as: Why is there
conflict between groups? Why do people believe low-value
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information such as rumors? Why are there religions?
What is social justice? What explains morality? Boyer
provides a new picture of cultural transmission that draws
on the pragmatics of human communication, the
constructive nature of memory in human brains, and
human motivation for group formation and cooperation.
“Cool and captivating…It will change forever your
understanding of society and culture.”—Dan Sperber, coauthor of The Enigma of Reason “It is highly
recommended…to researchers firmly settled within one of
the many single disciplines in question. Not only will they
encounter a wealth of information from the humanities,
the social sciences and the natural sciences, but the book
will also serve as an invitation to look beyond the horizons
of their own fields.”—Eveline Seghers, Evolutionary
Studies in Imaginative Culture
Applying insights from a massive historical research
project-Seshat: Global History Databank-this edited
volume reveals that there was no single "Axial Age" in
human history. Instead, it points to cross-cultural parallels
in the co-evolution of egalitarian ideals and constraints on
political authority with sociopolitical complexity. The first
book-length publication to make use of Seshat's systematic
approach to collecting information about the human past,
Seshat History of the Axial Age expands the Axial Age
debate beyond first-millennium BCE Eurasia. Fourteen
chapters survey earlier and later periods as well as
developments in regions previously neglected in Axial Age
discussions. The conclusion? There was no identifiable
Axial Age confined to a few Eurasian hotspots in the last
millennium BCE. However, "axiality" as a cluster of traits
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emerged time and again whenever societies reached a
certain threshold of scale and level of complexity. Coeditors Daniel Hoyer and Jenny Reddish paired some of
the world's leading historians, archaeologists, and
anthropologists with members of the Seshat team. Hoyer,
Project Manager with Seshat, is a historian and social
scientist specializing in cross-cultural historical analysis.
Reddish, Seshat's Lead Editor, is an anthropologist
working on the material correlates of cultural systems
from societies around the world. She is based at the
Complexity Science Hub, Vienna. Seshat: Global History
Databank was founded in 2011 to bring together the most
current and comprehensive knowledge about human
history in one place, collecting what is known about the
social and political organization of human societies to
track how civilizations have evolved over time. Seshat
History of the Axial Age is the first entry in the Seshat
Histories series.
A groundbreaking, comprehensive program for designing
effective and socially equitable groups of all sizes—from
businesses and social justice groups to global
organizations. Whether you work in business or schools,
volunteer in neighborhoods or church organizations, or are
involved in social justice and activism, you understand the
enormous power of groups to enact powerful and lasting
change in the world. But how exactly do you design, build,
and sustain effective groups? Based on the work of Nobel
Prize winning economist Elinor Ostrom and grounded in
contextual behavioral science, evolutionary science, and
acceptance and commitment therapy (ACT), Prosocial
presents a practical, step-by-step approach to help you
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energize and strengthen your business or organization.
Using the Prosocial model, you’ll learn to design groups
that are more harmonious, have better member or
employee retention, have better relationships with other
groups or business partners, and have more success and
longevity. Most importantly, you’ll learn to target the
characteristics that foster cooperation and
collaboration—key ingredients for any effective group.
Cultural Evolution
Selected
How Cognition Explains the World Humans Create
How We Use Stories and Why That Matters
War in Human Civilization
Applied Evolutionary Psychology
Limits and Prospects for Human Survival
It's time for a story of human evolution that goes beyond
describing "ape-men" and talks about what women and
children were doing. In a few decades, a torrent of new
evidence and ideas about human evolution has allowed
scientists to piece together a more detailed understanding of
what went on thousands and even millions of years ago. We
now know much more about the problems our ancestors
faced, the solutions they found, and the trade-offs they made.
The drama of their experiences led to the humans we are
today: an animal that relies on a complex culture. We are a
species that can and does rapidly evolve cultural solutions as
we face new problems, but the intricacies of our cultures
mean that this often creates new challenges. Our species'
unique capacity for culture began to evolve millions of years
ago, but it only really took off in the last few hundred
thousand years. This capacity allowed our ancestors to
survive and raise their difficult children during times of
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extreme climate chaos. Understanding how this has evolved
can help us understand the cultural change and diversity that
we experience today. Lesley Newson and Peter Richerson, a
husband-and-wife team based at the University of California,
Davis, began their careers with training in biology. The two
have spent years together and individually researching and
collaborating with scholars from a wide range of disciplines to
produce a deep history of humankind. In A Story of Us, they
present this rich narrative and explain how the evolution of
our genes relates to the evolution of our cultures. Newson
and Richerson take readers through seven stages of human
evolution, beginning seven million years ago with the apes
that were the ancestors of humans and today's chimps and
bonobos. The story ends in the present day and offers a
glimpse into the future.
"Are mass violence and catastrophes the only forces that can
seriously decrease economic inequality? To judge by
thousands of years of history, the answer is yes. Tracing the
global history of inequality from the Stone Age to today,
Walter Scheidel shows that inequality never dies peacefully.
Inequality declines when carnage and disaster strike and
increases when peace and stability return. The Great Leveler
is the first book to chart the crucial role of violent shocks in
reducing inequality over the full sweep of human history
around the world. Ever since humans began to farm, herd
livestock, and pass on their assets to future generations,
economic inequality has been a defining feature of
civilization. Over thousands of years, only violent events have
significantly lessened inequality. The "Four Horsemen" of
leveling--mass-mobilization warfare, transformative
revolutions, state collapse, and catastrophic plagues--have
repeatedly destroyed the fortunes of the rich. Scheidel
identifies and examines these processes, from the crises of
the earliest civilizations toPage
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communist revolutions of the twentieth century. Today, the
violence that reduced inequality in the past seems to have
diminished, and that is a good thing. But it casts serious
doubt on the prospects for a more equal future. An essential
contribution to the debate about inequality, The Great Leveler
provides important new insights about why inequality is so
persistent--and why it is unlikely to decline anytime soon."-What was history's biggest empire? Or the tallest building of
the ancient world? What was the plumbing like in medieval
Byzantium? The average wage in the Mughal Empire? Where
did scientific writing first emerge? What was the bloodiest
ever ritual human sacrifice? We are used to thinking about
history in terms of stories. Yet we understand our own world
through data: cast arrays of statistics that reveal the workings
of our societies. In Figuring Out the Past, radical historians
Peter Turchin and Dan Hoyer dive into the numbers that
reveal the true shape of the past, drawing on their own
Seshat project, a staggeringly ambitious attempt to log every
data point that can be gathered for every society that has
ever existed. This book does more than tell the story of
humanity: it shows you the big picture, by the numbers.
It is widely understood that Charles Darwin’s theory of
evolution completely revolutionized the study of biology. Yet,
according to David Sloan Wilson, the Darwinian revolution
won’t be truly complete until it is applied more broadly—to
everything associated with the words “human,” “culture,” and
“policy.” In a series of engaging and insightful
examples—from the breeding of hens to the timing of cataract
surgeries to the organization of an automobile plant—Wilson
shows how an evolutionary worldview provides a practical
tool kit for understanding not only genetic evolution but also
the fast-paced changes that are having an impact on our
world and ourselves. What emerges is an incredibly
empowering argument: IfPage
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evolutionary processes, we can solve the problems of our age
at all scales—from the efficacy of our groups to our well-being
as individuals to our stewardship of the planet Earth.
This View of Life
Ultrasocial
Seshat History of the Axial Age
Economic Theory and the Role of Government in East Asian
Industrialization
Why Our Lives Change — and the Limits of Evolution
The Beginnings of Mounted Warfare in Asia and Europe
Rule Makers, Rule Breakers

A compelling evolutionary narrative
that reveals how human civilization
follows the same ecological rules that
shape all life on Earth Offering a bold
new understanding of who we are, where
we came from, and where we are going,
noted ecologist Mark Bertness argues
that human beings and their
civilization are the products of the
same self-organization, evolutionary
adaptation, and natural selection
processes that have created all other
life on Earth. Bertness follows the
evolutionary process from the
primordial soup of two billion years
ago through today, exploring the ways
opposing forces of competition and
cooperation have led to current
assemblages of people, animals, and
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plants. Bertness’s thoughtful
examination of human history from the
perspective of natural history provides
new insights about why and how
civilization developed as it has and
explores how humans, as a species,
might have to consciously overrule our
evolutionary drivers to survive future
challenges.
Many historical processes are dynamic.
Populations grow and decline. Empires
expand and collapse. Religions spread
and wither. Natural scientists have
made great strides in understanding
dynamical processes in the physical and
biological worlds using a synthetic
approach that combines mathematical
modeling with statistical analyses.
Taking up the problem of territorial
dynamics--why some polities at certain
times expand and at other times
contract--this book shows that a
similar research program can advance
our understanding of dynamical
processes in history. Peter Turchin
develops hypotheses from a wide range
of social, political, economic, and
demographic factors: geopolitics,
factors affecting collective
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solidarity, dynamics of ethnic
assimilation/religious conversion, and
the interaction between population
dynamics and sociopolitical stability.
He then translates these into a
spectrum of mathematical models,
investigates the dynamics predicted by
the models, and contrasts model
predictions with empirical patterns.
Turchin's highly instructive empirical
tests demonstrate that certain models
predict empirical patterns with a very
high degree of accuracy. For instance,
one model accounts for the recurrent
waves of state breakdown in medieval
and early modern Europe. And historical
data confirm that ethno-nationalist
solidarity produces an aggressively
expansive state under certain
conditions (such as in locations where
imperial frontiers coincide with
religious divides). The strength of
Turchin's results suggests that the
synthetic approach he advocates can
significantly improve our understanding
of historical dynamics.
A provocative and revelatory look at
what power is, who gets it, and what
happens when they do, based on over 500
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interviews with those who (for a while,
at least) have had the upper hand—from
the creator of the Power Corrupts
podcast and Washington Post columnist
Brian Klaas. Does power corrupt, or are
corrupt people drawn to power? Are
entrepreneurs who embezzle and cops who
kill the result of poorly designed
systems or are they just bad people?
Are tyrants made or born? If you were
suddenly thrust into a position of
power, would you be able to resist the
temptation to line your pockets or seek
revenge against your enemies? To answer
these questions, Corruptible draws on
over 500 interviews with some of the
world’s top leaders—from the noblest to
the dirtiest—including presidents and
philanthropists as well as rebels,
cultists, and dictators. Some of the
fascinating insights include: how
facial appearance determines who we
pick as leaders, why narcissists make
more money, why some people don’t want
power at all and others are drawn to it
out of a psychopathic impulse, and why
being the “beta” (second in command)
may actually be the optimal place for
health and well-being. Corruptible also
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features a wealth of counterintuitive
examples from history and social
science: you’ll meet the worst
bioterrorist in American history, hit
the slopes with a ski instructor who
once ruled Iraq, and learn why the
inability of chimpanzees to play
baseball is central to the development
of human hierarchies. Based on deep,
unprecedented research from around the
world, Corruptible will challenge your
most basic assumptions about becoming a
leader and what might happen to your
head when you get there. It also
provides a roadmap to avoiding classic
temptations, suggesting a series of
reforms that would facilitate better
people finding a path to power—and
ensuring that power purifies rather
than corrupts.
We are a weird species. Like other
species, we have a culture. But by
comparison with other species, we are
strangely unstable: human cultures selftransform, diverge, and multiply with
bewildering speed. They vary, radically
and rapidly, from time to time and
place to place. And the way we live —
our manners, morals, habits,
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experiences, relationships, technology,
values — seems to be changing at an
ever accelerating pace. The effects can
be dislocating, baffling, sometimes
terrifying. Why is this? In A Foot in
the River, best-selling historian
Felipe Fernández-Armesto sifts through
the evidence and offers some radical
answers to these very big questions
about the human species and its history
— and speculates on what these answers
might mean for our future. Combining
insights from a huge range of
disciplines, including history,
biology, anthropology, archaeology,
philosophy, sociology, ethology,
zoology, primatology, psychology,
linguistics, the cognitive sciences,
and even business studies, he argues
that culture is exempt from evolution.
Ultimately, no environmental
conditions, no genetic legacy, no
predictable patterns, no scientific
laws determine our behaviour. We can
consequently make and remake our world
in the freedom of unconstrained
imaginations. A revolutionary book
which challenges scientistic
assumptions about culture and how and
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why cultural change happens, A Foot in
the River comes to conclusions which
readers may well find by turns both
daunting and also potentially hugely
liberating.
A Story of Us
A Structural-Demographic Analysis of
American History
How Our Prehistoric Ancestors Set the
Stage for Monarchy, Slavery, and Empire
The Invention of Law in the West
The Evolution of Human Nature and the
Quest for a Sustainable Future
Integrating Science and Traditional
Wisdom to Find our Place in the
Universe
A New Look at Human Evolution
A celebrated social psychologist offers a radical new
perspective on cultural differences that reveals why
some countries, cultures, and individuals take rules
more seriously and how following the rules
influences the way we think and act. In Rule Makers,
Rule Breakers, Michele Gelfand, “an engaging writer
with intellectual range” (The New York Times Book
Review), takes us on an epic journey through human
cultures, offering a startling new view of the world
and ourselves. With a mix of brilliantly conceived
studies and surprising on-the-ground discoveries,
she shows that much of the diversity in the way we
think and act derives from a key difference—how
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tightly or loosely we adhere to social norms. Just as
DNA affects everything from eye color to height, our
tight-loose social coding influences much of what
we do. Why are clocks in Germany so accurate while
those in Brazil are frequently wrong? Why do New
Zealand’s women have the highest number of sexual
partners? Why are red and blue states really so
divided? Why was the Daimler-Chrysler merger illfated from the start? Why is the driver of a Jaguar
more likely to run a red light than the driver of a
plumber’s van? Why does one spouse prize running
a tight ship while the other refuses to sweat the
small stuff? In search of a common answer, Gelfand
spent two decades conducting research in more
than fifty countries. Across all age groups, family
variations, social classes, businesses, states, and
nationalities, she has identified a primal pattern that
can trigger cooperation or conflict. Her fascinating
conclusion: behavior is highly influenced by the
perception of threat. “A useful and engaging take on
human behavior” (Kirkus Reviews) with an approach
that is consistently riveting, Rule Makers, Ruler
Breakers thrusts many of the puzzling attitudes and
actions we observe into sudden and surprising
clarity.
Using compelling examples and analysis, How We
Use Stories and Why That Matters shows what the
New York Shakespeare Riots tell us about class
struggle, what Death Cab for Cutie tells us about
media, what Kate Moss's wedding dress tells us
about authorship, and how Westworld and Humans
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imagine very different futures for Artificial
Intelligence: one based on slavery, the other on
class. Together, these knowledge stories tell us
about how intimate human communication is
organised and used to stage organised conflict, to
test the 'fighting fitness' of contending groups 
provoking new stories, identities and classes along
the way. This book guides the reader through the
tangled undergrowth of communication and cultural
expression towards a new understanding of the role
of group-mediating stories at global and digital
scale. It argues that media and networked systems
perform and bind group identities, creating bordered
fictions within which economic and political
activities are made meaningful. Now that
computational and global scale, big data, metadata
and algorithms rule the roost even in culture,
subjectivity and meaning, we need population-scale
frameworks to understand individual, micro-scale
sense-making practices. To achieve that, we need
evolutionary and systems approaches to understand
cultural performance and dynamics. The opposing
universes of fact (science, knowledge, education)
and fiction (entertainment, story and imagination) 
so long separated into the contrasting disciplines of
natural sciences and the humanities  can now be
understood as part of one turbulent sphere of
knowledge-production and innovation.
"Secular Cycles elaborates and expands upon the
demographic-structural theory first advanced by
Jack Goldstone, which provides an explanation of
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long-term oscillations. This book tests that theory's
specific and quantitative predictions by tracing the
dynamics of population numbers, prices and real
wages, elite numbers and incomes, state finances,
and sociopolitical instability. Turchin and Nefedov
study societies in England, France, and Russia
during the medieval and early modern periods, and
look back at the Roman Republic and Empire.
Incorporating theoretical and quantitative history,
the authors examine a specific model of historical
change and, more generally, investigate the utility of
the dynamical systems approach in historical
applications."--BOOK JACKET.
Examining how war has positively changed our
society, a renowned historian and archaeologist tells
the riveting story of 15,000 years of war, going
beyond the battles and brutality to reveal what war
has really done to and for the world. 50,000 first
printing.
Does Altruism Exist?
The Great Leveler
Understanding Our Origins and Rediscovering Our
Common Humanity
How War Began
Corruptible
Historical Dynamics
The Secret of Our Success
From the author of Guns, Germs and Steel, Jared Diamond's
Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Survive is a
visionary study of the mysterious downfall of past civilizations.
Now in a revised edition with a new afterword, Jared
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Diamond's Collapse uncovers the secret behind why some
societies flourish, while others founder - and what this means
for our future. What happened to the people who made the
forlorn long-abandoned statues of Easter Island? What
happened to the architects of the crumbling Maya pyramids?
Will we go the same way, our skyscrapers one day standing
derelict and overgrown like the temples at Angkor Wat?
Bringing together new evidence from a startling range of
sources and piecing together the myriad influences, from
climate to culture, that make societies self-destruct, Jared
Diamond's Collapse also shows how - unlike our ancestors we can benefit from our knowledge of the past and learn to be
survivors. 'A grand sweep from a master storyteller of the
human race' - Daily Mail 'Riveting, superb, terrifying' Observer 'Gripping ... the book fulfils its huge ambition, and
Diamond is the only man who could have written it' Economis 'This book shines like all Diamond's work' - Sunday
Times
This edited collection brings together academics and
practitioners to explore the uses of Digital Storytelling, which
places the greatest possible emphasis on the voice of the
storyteller. Case studies are used as a platform to investigate
questions of concept, theory and practice, and to shine an
interrogative light on this emergent form of participatory
media. The collection examines the creative and academic
roots of Digital Storytelling before drawing on a range of
international examples to consider the way in which the
practice has established itself and evolved in different settings
across the world.
Flannery and Marcus demonstrate that the rise of inequality
was not simply the result of population increase, food surplus,
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or the accumulation of valuables but resulted from conscious
manipulation of the unique social logic that lies at the core of
every human group. Reversing the social logic can reverse
inequality, they argue, without violence.
This book reveals a remarkable paradox: what your brain
wants is frequently not what your brain needs. In fact, much of
what makes our brains "happy" leads to errors, biases, and
distortions, which make getting out of our own way extremely
difficult. Author David DiSalvo presents evidence from
evolutionary and social psychology, cognitive science,
neurology, and even marketing and economics. And he
interviews many of the top thinkers in psychology and
neuroscience today. From this research-based platform,
DiSalvo draws out insights that we can use to identify our
brains’ foibles and turn our awareness into edifying action.
Ultimately, he argues, the research does not serve up readymade answers, but provides us with actionable clues for
overcoming the plight of our advanced brains and,
consequently, living more fulfilled lives.
How Societies Choose to Fail or Survive
Digital Storytelling
Cultural Science in Action
Who Gets Power and How It Changes Us
How Culture Is Driving Human Evolution, Domesticating Our
Species, and Making Us Smarter
How 10,000 Years of War Made Humans the Greatest
Cooperators on Earth
The 3,495 Vital Statistics that Explain World History
In War and Peace and War, Peter Turchin uses his
expertise in evolutionary biology to offer a bold new
theory about the course of world history. Turchin
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argues that the key to the formation of an empire is a
society’s capacity for collective action. He
demonstrates that high levels of cooperation are
found where people have to band together to fight off
a common enemy, and that this kind of cooperation
led to the formation of the Roman and Russian
empires, and the United States. But as empires grow,
the rich get richer and the poor get poorer, conflict
replaces cooperation, and dissolution inevitably
follows. Eloquently argued and rich with historical
examples, War and Peace and War offers a bold new
theory about the course of world history with
implications for nations today.
How our collective intelligence has helped us to
evolve and prosper Humans are a puzzling species.
On the one hand, we struggle to survive on our own
in the wild, often failing to overcome even basic
challenges, like obtaining food, building shelters, or
avoiding predators. On the other hand, human
groups have produced ingenious technologies,
sophisticated languages, and complex institutions
that have permitted us to successfully expand into a
vast range of diverse environments. What has
enabled us to dominate the globe, more than any
other species, while remaining virtually helpless as
lone individuals? This book shows that the secret of
our success lies not in our innate intelligence, but in
our collective brains—on the ability of human groups
to socially interconnect and learn from one another
over generations. Drawing insights from lost
European explorers, clever chimpanzees, mobile
hunter-gatherers, neuroscientific findings, ancient
bones, and the human genome, Joseph Henrich
demonstrates how our collective brains have
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propelled our species' genetic evolution and shaped
our biology. Our early capacities for learning from
others produced many cultural innovations, such as
fire, cooking, water containers, plant knowledge, and
projectile weapons, which in turn drove the
expansion of our brains and altered our physiology,
anatomy, and psychology in crucial ways. Later on,
some collective brains generated and recombined
powerful concepts, such as the lever, wheel, screw,
and writing, while also creating the institutions that
continue to alter our motivations and perceptions.
Henrich shows how our genetics and biology are
inextricably interwoven with cultural evolution, and
how culture-gene interactions launched our species
on an extraordinary evolutionary trajectory. Tracking
clues from our ancient past to the present, The
Secret of Our Success explores how the evolution of
both our cultural and social natures produce a
collective intelligence that explains both our species'
immense success and the origins of human
uniqueness.
Charles Darwin changed the course of scientific
thinking by showing how evolution accounts for the
stunning diversity and biological complexity of life on
earth. Recently, there has also been increased
interest in the social sciences in how Darwinian
theory can explain human culture. Covering a wide
range of topics, including fads, public policy, the
spread of religion, and herd behavior in markets,
Alex Mesoudi shows that human culture is itself an
evolutionary process that exhibits the key Darwinian
mechanisms of variation, competition, and
inheritance. This cross-disciplinary volume focuses
on the ways cultural phenomena can be studied
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scientifically—from theoretical modeling to lab
experiments, archaeological fieldwork to
ethnographic studies—and shows how apparently
disparate methods can complement one another to
the mutual benefit of the various social science
disciplines. Along the way, the book reveals how new
insights arise from looking at culture from an
evolutionary angle. Cultural Evolution provides a
thought-provoking argument that Darwinian
evolutionary theory can both unify different branches
of inquiry and enhance understanding of human
behavior.
Survival of the Friendliest
Conflict and the Progress of Civilization from
Primates to Robots
Power
A Foot in the River
War! What Is It Good For?
How Darwinian Theory Can Explain Human Culture
and Synthesize the Social Sciences
Why some people lead, why others follow, and why it
matters
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